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May 2016 

It’s Show Time!!! 

May 14 & 15 

GPWC Meeting Minutes 
April 12, 2016 

 
Open and Welcome 
President Redwine opened the meeting at 6:45 PM and welcomed all in attendance.  
New member Pam Rose was introduced and welcomed.  A friend of President 
Redwine and a fellow woodcarver Carl Maniac was introduced and welcomed. 
 
Officers Reports 
Scott Kailer gave the Secretary’s report.  The March minutes were approved as 
written.  The Secretary apologized for failing to get pictures of the carvings of the 
month and asked for anyone who would like to take pictures to feel free to do so 
and send them to the Secretary. 
 
Greg Mahoney gave the Treasurers report.   
 
Show 
Leo Heidebrecht reported that the show preparation was moving along well, we 
have 42 tables so far and we have had over $200 raffle tickets sold.  We need more 
purchase award commitments.  Merry has enough prizes for the Brunch.  We have 
eight (8) signed up for the seminar with 3 who have committed but have not yet 
paid. 
 
 
 
 
 

GPWC Officers 

President – Ed Redwine  

316-734-8161/ k5erj@yahoo.com 

Vice-President/Secretary – Scott 

Kailer 316-204-5294/ 

kailers@cox.net 

Treasurer – Greg Mahoney  

316-733-3646/ 

gamahoney@cox.net 

Show Chair – Leo Heidebrecht 

316-260-4591 

grammymartha1049@gmail.com 

Monthly Meetings: 

Club Meeting 

Where:  Spears Restaurant & Pie 

Shop, 4323 W. Maple St., Wichita, 

KS 

When: 2nd Tuesday of each 

month* 

Dinner – 6:00pm 

Business Meeting & Program – 

6:30pm 

* Except September & December 

Carve In 

Where: Antioch Christian Church 

3741 W 15th Street North 

Wichita, KS 67203 

When: 4th Tuesday of each 

Month* 

Time: 6:00pm – 9:00pm 

* Except December 
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Carving of the Month 
There were two entries for carving of the month: 
Santa Clause by Will Jensen 
Fishing Rod by Gary Lewis 
 
The winner was Will Jensen for his Santa Clause. 

   
 
Old Business 
The vests will be available at the May meeting.  There have been twelve (12) ordered so bring your $18 each for the vests 
to the May meeting so you will have your vest for the show. 
 
Carve-In – there were only three at the last Carve-In, they waited around for a few minutes and then went home.  Bob 
Munroe has volunteered to organize the Carve-In and will have a project for each Carve-In, Ethel will arrange for 
refreshments.  Bob will be looking for volunteers to help teach projects each month and for volunteers to help with 
refreshments.  Ed Redwine volunteered to teach one of the Carve-In sessions.  Bob and many others feel that the Carve-In 
is an important part of the club and should not be allowed to just fade away, this is an effort to revitalize it and provide 
some structure to make it more interesting and educational.  Everyone should make an effort to support the Carve-In as 
much as they can. 
 
 
New Business. 
President Redwine announce a new project for the Club, a Friendship Cane.  Blocks were available for Club members to 
take and carve, each four-inch block will be returned and assembled into a cane (Ed says there are enough blocks out to 
make it a staff!) in six months. 
 
President Redwine also announced the Helve Bass Wood knife carving contest.  It costs $5 to enter and your entry has to 
be complete and turned in by October.  For more details on the contest please see Ed Redwine. 
 
Program of the Month 
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Virginia Pilcher introduced Shirlene Ulbrich who is a decorative painter as is Virginia who presented a lesson on how to get 
the best shading and contrasts on your work.  She made several suggestions that members thought would be helpful, she 
recommends always using a sealer before you paint; it should be light but it will be more opaque and will give more 
dimension.  She suggested starting with a base coat and then working on highlights, she demonstrated how to build 
shading on a carving by blending colors.  She recommended always buying good brushes you will get better results and 
they last a long time if you take care of them.  She uses Dawn to clean her brushes and always stores them upright. 
 
It was a very interesting program and all present enjoyed it and learned a few things in the process. 
  
Reminders 
Show Meeting:  Friday, April 22 at 2:00 PM, Sunstone Apartments, Andover 
April Carve-In:  Tuesday, April 26 at 6:00 PM Antioch Christian Church.   
We need more volunteers to help man the Admissions, Club and Carving Donation tables. 
 
Adjourned at 7:55 PM 
 
Attest 
Scott Kailer 

Scott Kailer 
Secretary 

 
“CHIPS FROM THE OLD BLOCK” 

Ed Redwine – Pres. 

   Am I the only one with butterflies thinking about our 50th Anniversary show?  Probably not but I have enough for 

everyone!  It’s no secret how much I want this one to be a success. Especially since last year’s attendance was dismal.  

   I am indebted, (as is the entire club), to a small collection of members who work quietly and diligently to put on a good 

show. They are knowledgeable and can put answers to questions asked by those who are new to the show scene. You 

know who you are. Thanks! 

   Show packets will need to be assembled for the entrants but this can’t be done until we have most entrants on board. If 

you are procrastinating, fill out your entry form NOW! 

   Last month’s friendship cane project has become a friendship staff. I took 10 blocks to the meeting and 8 were taken. 
Several more have been spoken for. So the staff is now estimated at 
60 + inches. If you want to participate and need a block let me know or make your own. Just use a 2x2x4 block drilled with 
a 5/8th hole thru the long center. 
 
   I anticipate having our new club vests at the May meeting. Please be on hand to pick yours up. 
It will be nice to show some solidarity at the show. Visitors will know the GPWC members at a glance. Thirteen vests and 
20 caps were ordered. 
 
   Newsletter editor Scott could use some Carving Tips to put in the newsletter. This could be anything concerning 
sharpening, painting, safety or carving. Everybody has a pet habit…. share it with Scott. (leave bad habits at home)! 
 
   By now, you know that the April Carve-In was cancelled because of inclement weather.  It is better to err on the side of 
caution than to put our members at risk. Bob Munroe will teach his chickadee carving at the May meeting.  I will teach the 
chili pepper at the June meeting.  
 
   Invite your friends and neighbors to the Show.  I’ve often referred to it as the “Best Kept Secret in Wichita.” 
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   See you on May 10th at Spears…. don’t forget to wear your nametag! 
 

A MOMENT IN TIME 

Scott Kailer, Historian 

 

I think this month rather than talking about events from the past, I would like to talk about current events.  I have 

attended the GPWC annual show and sale for the last five years (good grief how time flies) but this is the first year that I 

have been involved in the planning and execution of the show.  I knew it did not just happen by magic but neither did I 

realize how much goes into putting on the annual show! 

With arranging for the venue, getting the insurance, lining up the vendors, making posters, arranging advertising, keeping 

track of entries to the show, assigning tables, making packets, making name tags and a million other things, it takes some 

dedicated people and it could use a lot more volunteers to help spread the load.  The show committee began meeting in 

January and had our last meeting as a committee in April, it is pretty much the same people each year from what I 

understand and the fortunate thing is they do a heck of good job!  This show will be our 50th which is a real 

accomplishment in today’s world where things seem to drop off after a year or two.  I believe that this will be  one of the 

better shows we have had both because it is the 50th and because the folks on the committee are working hard to make it 

one of the best and to make sure nothing that needs to be done is overlooked and some committee members are taking 

on multiple tasks just to make sure they get done. 

We all owe a debt of gratitude to those on the committee for the work they put in and the time they dedicate to making 

sure everything goes just as it should.  What they do is truly history in the making! 

 

ARTIST PROFILE 

We are reintroducing the Artist Profile that we used to have in the newsletter beginning with our first volunteer, Bob 

Cain.  I have attached the questionnaire with this newsletter so if you would like to tell the Club about yourself, please 

fill it out and send it to me along with a picture of yourself.  NOTE:  For those of you on the hardcopy mailing list, if you 

are interested in filling out the Artist Profile questionnaire please let me know and I will mail one to you.   

 

Bob Cain - Wichita, Ks  

 
1. When did you first become interested in pursuing your art? 

I’ve always been involved with “art”. I started carving when I retired 2005.  

  

2. How did you learn? Did you have a mentor? 

I learned carving fundamentals from Winter Texan friends and the carving community at large. Mentoring for me was 

being observant around other carvers.  

 

3. What advice would you give to a raw beginner?  
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Decide what sharpening method you like and stick with it. Wear a safe glove. Subscribe to all of the carving magazines 

and their online forums to learn. Read all the carving books you’re interested in. Attend carving seminars to learn from 

others, including the teachers. Join the Great Plains Woodcarving Club and attend the monthly carving class. 

 

 4. How do you choose your projects? 

I always look at the project in my artistic mind and degree of difficulty. I usually make a project harder than it needs to 

be and consequently it’s more challenging. I like detail work. When I think I’m finished, I’ll put the “finished” work within 

a conspicuous location in my living quarters and live with for some time before I consider it finished. 

 

5. What is your muse?  

Authenticity and accuracy to the subject being carved.   

 

6. Are there other artists that you admire? 

Several; Kaisersatt, Landen, Zavadil, Mertz, Bishops, Dowdy, Cogelow to name a few. 

 

7. Do you like to listen to music or watch TV while you work? 

Always music. T.V. or listening to audio books distracts me too much.  

 

8. What is your favorite tool or tools? 

I have numerous knives I like and use on a single project. Zinger shaped blade, Shipley/Denny/Ron Wells, Bud Murray 

and several I’ve made. I have and use a variety of brand name gouges but I like the Henry Taylor palm tools after I 

rework them. Henry Taylor makes more of a variety of tools than any other and are priced reasonably.  

 

9. What does your studio or work bench look like? 

I bought from Goodwill a 40” x 5’ heavy wood kitchen table. I built a rubber covered work surface and a surrounding tool 

holder that I put on the table.  An overhead light and a rug on the floor to protect a dropped sharp tool.  

10. What would be your “dream” studio? Out on the porch overlooking a river? 

I’m fortunate to already have a wonderful studio my wife insisted I build. Now if I could reroute a river that would be 

nice. Thank you Maurlene.  

  

11. Do you specialize in a specific style or subject of artwork? 

I like all but seem to concentrate on caricatures and realistic humans. Really enjoy relief carving and its un-proportional 

proportions.  

 

12. Do you take commissions or sell your artwork?  

I do sell a few but tend to keep what I carve. It’s difficult to price “labor of love” carvings to others.  

 

13. How critical are you of your own work?  

Extremely. I always think it could be better.  

 

14. When you’re not creating your artwork, what could we find you up to? Other hobbies?  

Art work is it for now but have had several hobbies in the past. 

 

15. Do you currently attend classes or seminars?  

No, although I have in the past. I am taking Watercolor classes.  

 

16. What magazines do you subscribe to?  

Wood Carving Illustrated, Chip Chat and Carving from England.  
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17. What does it “take” to be an artist?  

Study, a fair eye for what looks good and follow through.  

 

18. What do you feel is the current state within your art today? Is it growing in popularity?  

Artists are on the down side of the economy as far as selling is concerned and the younger folks have other things to do 

it appears.  Carvers are an incredible knowledgeable sharing group of folks. We are eager to share our art and our 

experience to produce it. 

  

COMING EVENTS 

50th GPWC Show and Sale at Cessna Activities Center, May 14-15, 2016. Leo Heidebrecht (316) 260-4591; 

grammymartha1049@gmail.com.  

 

Medium relief Woodcarving with John Engler Friday to Sunday, May 27-29 at the Woodcraft Shop, Bettendorf, IA.  

Cost $185 plus pre-stenciled blanks $30+. 

 

Realistic Buffalo In-The-Round with Carlan Honaker, Friday, July 8 and Saturday, July 9 at Soldier Creek Studio, 4121 

NW Brickyard Road, Topeka, KS.  Hosted by the Kaw Valley Woodcarvers.  $110 plus the blank, for more details see 

kawvalleywoodcarvers.org. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Thought of the Month 

"Whether you think that you can, or that you can't, you are usually right." 
- Henry Ford (1863-1947) 

 

REMINDERS 

1. Next Club meeting is Tuesday, May 10 at Spears “Wear your 
name tag!” 

2. May Program will be final preparation for the show. 
3.  Carve-In will be Tuesday, May 23 at the Antioch Christian 

Church 6 to 9 PM.  Since the April Carve-In was cancelled due 
to weather, Bob Munroe will be teaching his chickadee 
carving. 
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