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-A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT- 

 Hello to all..... 

I want to start off by extending a HUGE thank you to the members that offered to do the 

programs throughout the year despite our very low attendance at the club meeting.  I was also 

told by Sandy (the manager at Spears) that we will be loosing on of our waitresses ( Malina), so 

that she can start back to school.  We will miss her.  Karly will still be working with us along with 

another waitress to help us out.  If anyone wants to volunteer to do a program, PLEASE let me 

know and I will be more than happy to put your name on a back-up list in case one of the other 

programs falls through.  Also, the show is just around the corner, let Preston know where he 

can put your name down to volunteer to help make the show a success.  Don't forget about the 

carve-in, the lighting is wonderful and the floor is easy to clean up, we need some more people 

to show up to share in the fun had by those who attend....... don't forget to bring quarters for 

the carnival ride.  Enough said for this month. 

We are closer to spring than we were a week ago. That's all for now 

Gregg 

-ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

 Our confirmed carve-in location will be at Antioch Christian Church 

 3741 W 15th Street North Wichita, KS 67203  

 The times will be from 6pm to 9pm. The closest land mark is KAKE-TV 

 From time to time we receive wood carving requests through our email or Facebook. If you 

decide to take on one of these requests, please let the secretary know as well at: 

greatplainswoodcarvers@gmail.com 

 

- CARVING TIP OF THE MONTH - 
 From GPWC member Preston Orr - Never underestimate the value of stropping. When you 

are in the zone, it is easy to forget. Set a timer for 10 or 15 minutes and make yourself stop 

and strop. 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
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- A MOMENT IN TIME – 

Since we are about to have our 49th show, I thought it would be interesting to look back at the previous 

shows to see how things have progressed since 1967.  We started out small but have grown over the 

years so here is what I know from our history files, those of you who have been involved, please feel 

free to correct me if I have miss-interpreted what I found in the records. 

 

- Our first “show” was in 1967 and was held at the Youth Center of the Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church.  

I could not find any information about the Exhibit, which is what they were called at that time. 

- The 1968 Exhibit was held in the Hospitality Room at the Sveden House Restaurant, again I don’t have 

any information on the Exhibit. 

- The 1969 and 1970 Exhibits were at the Twin Lakes Shopping Center, size unknown. 

- 1971 and 1972 were at the Wichita Mall on East Harry and there were 39 exhibits from Kansas, 

Oklahoma, Missouri and Nebraska.  

- The 1973 and 74 Exhibits were also at the Wichita Mall. 

- In 1975 the club accepted the responsibility of manning a Woodcarving Shop at Old Cowtown and 

exhibit was held there from what I can determine. 

- The Exhibit moved to Town East in 1976, it was the Centennial Year and Dean Troutman did a carving 

for the Woodcarving Shop at Cowtown and K. W. Hunter took over manning the shop. 

- The Exhibit stayed at Town East thru 1985. 

- 1986 thru 1988 the Exhibit was held at the Beech Activity Center. 

- From 1989 thru 2008 the Exhibit was held at Century II. 

- In 2009 the Exhibit moved to our current location at the Cessna Activity Center and has been held 

there since that time. 

 

We have a long and successful history of putting on quality events each year that showcase the artistry 

and skill of our members and those who participate from other areas while hopefully instilling an 

interest in the craft in those who attend the show/exhibit.  Our 49th show, also to be held at Cessna 

Activity Center, on May 16th and 17th will continue that tradition and I am sure will be a “historic” 

event! 

 

Scott Kailer  

GPWC Historian    

Editorial Comment 

 

Last month Bryan sent out a request from a teacher to have someone from the woodcarving community 

attend a program she has each year to introduce her students to various arts and crafts.  To my 

knowledge no one responded to her request, myself included, that is a shame, we should jump on 

opportunities like that whenever they present themselves.  It gives us an opportunity to interest another 

generation in woodcarving and provide them with an alternative to sticking their face in a game on their 

smart phone for hours on end.  I would hope that the next time something like this presents itself that 
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we would make every effort to get someone there.  Preferably someone with better skills than mine but 

if it needs to be me, I will do my best to represent the club in a positive manner. 

 

- COMING EVENTS - 
March 20 -21th The Kansas City Wood Carvers Club's 42nd Annual Woodcarving Show - will be held at 

the John Knox Pavilion, 520 N.W. Murray Road, Lee's Summit, Mo. (about 1 mile south of I-470 and Rt. 

50 highways. Take 1st south exit, turn right, then 1st left onto Murray Rd.-Pavilion on right side about 

1/4 mile). 10:00am – 6:00pm on Friday and 10:00am – 5:00pm on Saturday 

 

May 2 & 3, 2015 - North Arkansas Woodcarvers Club’s 36th Annual Woodcarving Show and Sale to be 

at the Baxter County Fairgrounds in Mountain Home, Arkansas. Saturday, May 2, 2015: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

and Sunday, May 3, 2015: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. http://www.northarkansaswoodcarvers.org/ 

 

MAY 16th & 17th, 2015 - Great Plains Woodcarvers 49th Annual Woodcarving Show And Sale. Cessna 

Activity Center, 2744 S. George Washington Blvd., Wichita, Kansas. Saturday, May 16th 10:00 a.m. to 

5:30 p.m. Sunday, May 17th 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

June 12-13, 2015 - The Eastern Oklahoma Woodcarvers Association's  39th Annual Woodcarvers 

World Show & Sale UMAC (Union School Multipurpose Activity Center), 6836 S. Mingo Rd., Tulsa, Okla. 

 

-SPECIAL NOTICE- 

Wood Carving Project Request:  I live in Newton, KS and have been looking for someone to carve a tree 

stump into a figure.  The tree has a diameter of about 36 inches and 12 - 15 ft. tall.  There are large 

branches that are trimmed down.  The tree is in our cemetery and we would like to have it carved into 

the re-semblance of Mary or an angel.  Interested? Contact Carrol Langenhorst at Email Address: 

clangenhorst@cox.net 

 

Wood Carving Project Request:  The City of Derby has an annual Arbor Day celebration which will be 

held this year on April 30 at 6 p.m. at High Park.  We are interested in having some wood carving 

demonstrations.  Would your group be interested? Please contact Amy Smith at 

amysmith@derbyweb.com if you’re interested. 

 

Wood Carving Project Request:  We have two birds created by Sally Blanchard who lived in Wichita.  

They both need repair. Would there be someone associated with you Wood Carvers who could restore 

these . . . or know someone who can, in the Wichita area? These birds are very special to us because my 

husband's parents were good friends of Sally, who now publishes a parrot magazine in California I 

believe.  I have tried repeatedly to contact her without success. I would appreciate it if someone could 

please get back to me on this, when convenient. Interested? Please contact Gail  Richardson in Wichita 

at 316-315-0004 
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Wood Carving Project Request:  Cindie Diaz from Facebook: Feb 20th, 5:48pmMy grandson is 6 years 

old and he likes Spiderman. I was thinking about having a big spider web carved out of wood to put on 

his wall. I think that would be really cool. If it's possible how much? Interested? Contact Bryan Moody at  

greatplainswoodcarvers@gmail.com 

 

Obituary for Ed Burton member of the KC Woodcarvers Club: Ed Burton, 

85, of Stilwell, KS, passed away, Saturday, January 24, 2015. He was born 

October 21, 1929 in Slaton, TX to John C. and Lillie Oldham Burton. He 

worked for the Santa Fe Railroad before attending Texas A&M. His 

education was interrupted while he served in the Army during the Korean 

War. He graduated from Texas A&M in 1958 with a degree in Civil 

Engineering. He received a Master’s Degree from KU in 1968. He worked at 

Black & Veatch for 32 years, retiring in 1992. Ed was a member and Elder 

of Overland Park Christian Church. He was an active member of the KC 

Carver’s Club and held numerous offices over the years. He was an Eagle 

Scout and active in scouting for over 40 years. He loved wood carving, gardening, and outdoor activities 

of all kinds. He was preceded in death by his daughter, Laura Susan Burton, in 1993 and two brothers, J. 

C. and Bob Burton. He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Betty; a son Jim (Lisa) Burton; sisters, Leona 

Dickow and Ruth Koester and two grandchildren, William Burton and Katie Burton. 

 

 

Member Meeting:  2nd Tuesday of each month except September. Dinner 6:00 p.m.  Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Spear’s Restaurant 4323 W. Maple, Wichita, KS 

DON'T FORGET TO WEAR YOUR NAME TAG!!!! This is turning out to be a lot of fun........  

at least for the ones who don't have to settle up with Carl ($.50)  

Carve-In:  4th Tuesday of each month except December. 6-9pm  

Where: Antioch Christian Church 3741 W 15th Street North Wichita, KS 67203 
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