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-A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT- 

Hello everyone, 

  As we start a new year, so starts a new endeavor to have programs at our monthly meetings. 

Since we don't have a program chairperson, we will plan all of our programs at the February 

meeting for the rest of the year.  I encourage members to step up and help out to provide a 

program.  Programs are very easy to present, heck, they don't even have to be about wood 

carving.  They could be about anything like, painting, sanding, using power, sharpening, 

mounting on a display, which relate to carving but those are just suggestions, by the way, 

THANK YOU Roy for providing the January program, about transferring a pattern to wood, it 

was very educating.  The point I am trying to make is to volunteer to do a program.  We are 

truly blessed with the talented people we have in our club.  Don't forget to give Bryan your tips 

of the month to be published in the newsletter along with the member profiles.  I bet there is 

plenty we don't know about our membership.  It's also quickly becoming show time, we will 

need volunteers to help out at the show, before, during and after.  PLEASE let Preston know 

where you can help out to make the experience outstanding for all who attend. 

PLEASE step up to the plate and help our club be successful. 

That's all for now 

Gregg 

-BUSINESS FROM JANUARY MEETING- 

 Our confirmed carve-in location will be at Antioch Christian Church 

 3741 W 15th Street North Wichita, KS 67203  

 The times will be from 6pm to 9pm. The closest land mark is KAKE-TV 

 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
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 Please send any wood carving tips or newsletter comments to: 

greatplainswoodcarvers@gmail.com 

 

- CARVING TIP OF THE MONTH - 
 From GPWC member ?????… No Carving Tips Submitted  Please send any wood carving 

tips or newsletter comments to: greatplainswoodcarvers@gmail.com 

 

- A MOMENT IN TIME – 

The gentleman in the picture accompanying this 

article is Charlie Shoemaker, he was a member of 

the club back in the 1980-90s timeframe who 

lived to be over 100 years old.  This picture is from 

the 1990 Show at Century II. He was quite a 

character who enjoyed stretching the facts a little 

and enjoyed his specially charged Dr. Pepper. 

I knew none of the above, accept the name, until I 

shared one of the photo albums from the club 

history files at the last club meeting.  When Bob 

Munroe and Carl Pilcher saw the picture they said that’s old Charlie Shoemaker, he lived to be a 

101 or 102 and proceeded to tell me some very interesting stories about Charlie.  Without that 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
mailto:greatplainswoodcarvers@gmail.com
mailto:greatplainswoodcarvers@gmail.com
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chance happening, all of the information about the man in the picture would be lost and along 

with it a part of the story of the Great Plains Woodcarving Club.  

There are a number of pictures in the photo albums that are just like the one of Charlie, just a 

picture with a story that will be lost without someone seeing it who knew the person in the 

picture.  So, what I would like to ask of each of you who have been members of the club for a 

while and remember some of the old members who are no longer with us, is to look at the 

pictures that I will be bringing to the club meetings occasionally and let me know about them, 

name (if I don’t have it), type of carving, stories about them, etc.  By doing this we can preserve 

some of the clubs history that might otherwise be lost and to lose it when we do not have to, is 

a shame. 

One of the stories I was told about Charlie is that when he was in a carving class he 

always had a bottle of Dr. Pepper in a brown paper bag.  One time he was asked by a fellow 

classmate what he had in the bag, Charlie replied, Dr. Pepper, the inquisitor suspecting there 

was more to the story asked, what do you have in it?  To which Charlie replied, vodka.  Certainly 

makes the carving go a little smoother, so to speak and it must work, that is a pretty nice trophy 

that Charlie is holding! 

Just to let you know, I am looking at ways to get the older paper pictures scanned into 

the computer so we can have a record that will not deteriorate over time and can be readily 

accessible.   We have a lot of pictures and in order to scan them they will probably have to be 

removed from the albums, marked and later returned to the albums.  The pictures tend to 

come lose in the albums and can get damaged or lost, if we can get them on the computer 

and/or a CD we will have a record that will last and can be backed up so we never lose any of 

the pictures of the shows or other club activities.  I checked with one company about digitizing 

the photos and I thought the cost was a little high although it would be the quickest way to get 

them copied otherwise it is going to take a fair amount of time to get them all scanned using 

the scanner that I have.  This is NOT a for sure project it is just something that I have been 

thinking about.  I need to do some more research and find out for sure what we have and how 

best to go about getting them copied before I get too far down the road.  But it should be 

interesting and I will get a whole lot more knowledgeable about the club history. 

Scott Kailer- GPWC Historian  

 

 

 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
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- ARTIST PROFILES – 

Bryan Moody – Wichita, KS 

 
1. When did you first become interested in pursuing your art?  

I started wood carving while I was a junior in high school. I liked 

the idea because of the freedom to create and all the tools one 

could use. Plus, I really didn’t know any carvers nor had any 

friends that carved. I enjoyed learning about carving on my own. 

I thought of it as my own special time and space away from the 

world. My mother was really supportive. She ordered some 

wood carving gouges through a mail catalog and some Tom 

Wolfe VHS carving videos. 

 

2. How did you learn? Did you have a mentor? Attend classes? 

In the beginning I learned only through books and magazines. The Tom Wolfe videos were 

helpful as well. It really wasn’t until I started meeting other woodcarvers that my skill begins to 

grow. Gregg Thompson (www.rockingchairwoodcarving.com), who I met through another 

carver, became my very good friend and a most important mentor. It was he who taught me my 

first class and started dragging me to seminars. For some reason, I never thought I was a good 

enough carver to take a class. Perhaps I was just too hesitant and shy. 

 

3. What advice would you give to a raw beginner? What 

wisdom would you impart that you wished had been given 

to you? 

Find a mentor. A mentor will give you access to aspects of 

carving that are unknown to you. You will have several 

mentors as you go along and many instructors who will shape 

your carving style. There is no pride in being self-taught. Go 

out and learn from the Masters. Also, don’t worry about 

learning to sharpen your tools in the beginning. It is an art 

just as much as carving is. Learn how to strop and keep your 

tools sharp, but don’t reshape the edge yourself. Find 

someone local who knows how or send them off if you have a 

chip in your edge. Dull or broken edges will hurt a beginner 

carver’s drive to become better and continue carving. Start with buying sharp tools and keeping 

them sharp. Learn how to sharpen them later in your carving life. 

 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
http://www.rockingchairwoodcarving.com/
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4. How do you choose your projects? What influences you and where do your ideas come 

from? 

My ideas are inspired mostly by “scenes”. Sparks of creativity are found in images I find while 

reading, walking, or watching TV. I can come upon a moment and see a group of trees and my 

imagination fills in the rest. A project can suggest itself that can be radically different than what 

was originally perceived. Twists and turns on the possibilities of our inner originality. 

 

5. What is your muse? What gets you up and 

motivated to work on your art?  

Mostly seeing the work of others makes me feel 

guilty of not doing my own. Or I get inspired with a 

great idea and have to see it through. Otherwise, I 

just get antsy and need to carve. 

 

6. Are there other artists that you admire? 

Harley and Midge Schmitgen, Chris Pye, Lynn 

Doughty, and Fred Zavadil. 

 

7. Do you like to listen to music or watch TV while you work? 

I listen mostly to various Pod Casts while I work. The Moth, This American Life, SmodCast, and 

Car Talk. 

 

8. What is your favorite tool or tools? Tools 

that have magic when you pick them up. That 

you wouldn’t want to be without. 

My Pfeil #7 14mm is my favorite. Also some 

wood carving knives made by Bob McClure. 

 

9. What does your studio or work bench look 

like? Dark and damp? Light and roomy? 

My basement is my wood carving studio. I have 

a room that is lined with various wood working 

machines. A drill press, sanding, a small wood lathe, etc. Another room has several tables and a 

wood working bench. It is clean between projects but is a complete horrid mess when I’m 

working. 

 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/


 

Page 6 of 8 
 

10. What would be your “dream” studio? Out on the porch 

overlooking a river? In a snug and warm little shed working 

as snowflakes fell outside? 

My dream studio would be a dedicated work shed with large 

windows overlooking a small grove of trees. With a glider 

chair outside for breaks.  

 

11. Do you specialize in a specific style or subject of 

artwork?  

In my wood engraving I have been adding more elements to 

animal scenes.  

 

12. Do you take commissions or sell your artwork? 

I have an Etsy store where I sell my artwork. I haven’t approached any local art galleries as yet 

but it is something I would love to do as well. https://www.etsy.com/shop/TreeOfBrokenHearts 

 

13. How critical are you of your own work? Do you worry about mistakes or missed 

opportunities in a finished piece? 

Most of the time, I find my mistakes after I’ve completed a piece. 

It takes a lot of self-discipline not to go back and fix them. When 

it’s done, it’s done. Just walk away and make your next piece 

better. 

 

14. When you’re not creating your artwork, what could we find 

you up to? Other hobbies? 

I play guitar and like to take my father fishing. I also enjoy creating 

websites for other clubs and artists. My career has mostly been in 

the aviation field. 

 

15. Do you currently attend classes or seminars? Are you active 

in your community in regards to other artists? Message boards? 

Clubs? Blogs? 

I don’t attend as many classes as I did in the beginning of my 

carving career. I still like going to seminars as it is now more of a 

fun vacation than actual learning. There are still some instructors I 

would love to take classes from. I’m not on message boards much 

but tend to follow carvers on Facebook. 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/TreeOfBrokenHearts
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16. What magazines do you 

subscribe to? 

I don’t really. I will often just look 

in the stores to see if I’m 

interested in an article and then I 

will buy. More often than not, I 

just scan and put back. 

 

17. What does it “take” to be an 

artist?  

I have heard many non-carvers say,” Wow, that must take a lot of patience to do.” I just smile 

and say yes most of the time. But really, patience is the last thing I would say it takes to be an 

artist. Arrogance and stubbornness is the driving fuel for many artists. We all look for a certain 

validation and better yet, admiration for our work. 

 

18. What do you feel is the current state within your art today? Is it growing in popularity? 

Has it evolved or changed recently in today’s culture or society? 

It is hanging on but it is slowing fading. I hope that there is a re 

surgence of interest but carving has not evolved fast enough to attract young artisans. I think 

the stigma of being an “old” person’s hobby needs to be countered with what can be 

accomplished through the creative freedom of carving. The youth of today cannot relate to 

hillbillys, Indians, and cowboys. A majority of the carving instruction revolves around that and 

needs to be updated. With what? I think a reintroduction to carving in everyday items. The 

warm and beauty in using engraved hand mirrors, knives, and whatever, has been replaced 

with cheap and plain plastics. Carving needs to be brought back into “style.” 

 

19. How can we contact you? 

I have a Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/treebrokenhearts , a website 

www.treeofbrokenhearts.com and course my Etsy store at 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/TreeOfBrokenHearts Feel free to contact me. 

- COMING EVENTS - 
February 5-8th, 2015 Gretna Wood Carvers Retreat in Gretna Nebraska. 2015 Forms are now available! 

Gretna Wood Carving Retreat is an annual event of wood carving classes located in Gretna, NE. There 

are hands-on classes, demonstrations, wood vendor, open carving, some swapping of carving tools and 

sharing ideas with each other. www.GretnaWoodCarversRetreat.com 

 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/treebrokenhearts
http://www.treeofbrokenhearts.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/TreeOfBrokenHearts
http://www.gretnawoodcarversretreat.com/
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March 20 -21th The Kansas City Wood Carvers Club's 42nd Annual Woodcarving Show will be held at 

the John Knox Pavilion, 520 N.W. Murray Road, Lee's Summit, Mo. (about 1 mile south of I-470 and Rt. 

50 highways. Take 1st south exit, turn right, then 1st left onto Murray Rd.-Pavilion on right side about 

1/4 mile). 10:00am – 6:00pm on Friday and 10:00am – 5:00pm on Saturday 

 

-SPECIAL NOTICE- 

Wood Carving Project Request:  I live in Newton, KS and have been looking for someone to carve a tree 

stump into a figure.  The tree has a diameter of about 36 inches and 12 - 15 ft. tall.  There are large 

branches that are trimmed down.  The tree is in our cemetery and we would like to have it carved into 

the re-semblance of Mary or an angel.  Interested? Contact Carrol Langenhorst at Email Address: 

clangenhorst@cox.net 

 

Wood Carving Demonstration Opportunity: I would like to invite you to come to an event at my school. 

Every year the first Friday in February we have "Art in the Park"...it's actually in the Nelson Elementary 

Gym...set up to look like a park with benches and plants.. Tables are set up and all kinds of artists come 

and show the children what they do...It's an all day thing from set up before 8 to when the last children 

go through about 3:30. We provide lunch and water throughout the day...My wood carver Dorman 

Simmons is unable to come because of health issues. We have over 500 students...and a variety of 

different artists...We want the children to be exposed to healthy hobbies! If you are at all interested, 

please contact me...Kim Hall, 312-4759 or through Facebook ...It is in Haysville. I hope you will consider 

it!!! Thanks 

 

Member Meeting:  2nd Tuesday of each month except September. Dinner 6:00 p.m.  Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Spear’s Restaurant 4323 W. Maple, Wichita, KS 

DON'T FORGET TO WEAR YOUR NAME TAG!!!! This is turning out to be a lot of fun........  

at least for the ones who don't have to settle up with Carl ($.50)  

Carve-In:  4th Tuesday of each month except December. 6-9pm  

Where: Antioch Christian Church 3741 W 15th Street North Wichita, KS 67203 

 

http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
mailto:clangenhorst@cox.net
http://www.greatplainswoodcarvers.com/
mailto:greatplainswoodcarvers@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/GreatPlainsWoodCarversClub

